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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC. 
ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
UNITED STATES & WORLD COINS 


Collectors, dealers and investors have been working with 
Northeast Numismatics for over 50 years. This year marks our 
53" year in business. 


If you are looking for quality coins at fair prices, we invite you 
to visit us at northeastcoin.com where you'll find over 4,000 
high quality US and World coins for sale. We update our site 
daily — always with full color, high resolution images. You may 
also request a price list of our current inventory to be sent at any 
time. We aggressively service all want lists and trades are always 
welcomed and encouraged. 


If you are selling, we would love to be given the opportunity 
to purchase your material. Uncertified, certified, single coins or 
entire collections; we buy it all! 


With a high percentage of our business coming via other 
reputable dealers, doesn’t it make sense to do business with 
Northeast Numismatics directly? We invite you to come see us 
at major coin shows or to call, write or email us today. We are an 
authorized dealer of all the major grading services. 


100 Main Street, Suite 330 Thomas Caldwell 
Concord, MA 01742 
1-800-449-2646 Follow us on 
978-369-9155 | hae 
978-369-9619 (Fax) Sg 


info @northeastcoin.com Gy P ‘N- G 


www.northeastcoin.com Knowledge. Insegrety. Responsibilicy 
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President's 
Comments 


by William Harkins 





through your membership and donations to our programs. This 

is your organization in order to make it successful we need your 
participation whether you fill a vacancy on our board, submit a news 
article, place an exhibit, bring a child to our Y.N Program or just 
drop by the club table during one of our events and say hello. I am 
also asking our members and clubs to promote our organization and 
help bring in new members. 

On Saturday, April 11th, the New England Numismatic As- 
sociation will be holding a number of events in conjunction with 
the New Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo, April 10-11, 2020 at 
the Double Tree by Hilton, 700 Elm Street, Manchester, NH. Our 
plans include a Y.N. Program, Exhibits and the Club Table. We look 
forward to seeing our members so please visit the club table and say 
hello. 

Read further in this issue for information on upcoming 
shows and events including the Mansfield Numismatic Society’s 
47th, Annual Coin and Paper Money Show, Sunday, March 29th; 
The 6th Annual Thomas P. Rockwell Lecture, Tuesday April 14th; 
the Bay State Coin Show, Marlboro MA. April 16-18 and the 58th 
Annual Pawcatuck Valley Coin Show, Sunday May 3rd. 

National Coin Week 2020: Remarkable Women, "Catalyst of 
Change" is the theme for the 97th Annual National Coin Week, April 
19-25, 2020. For more information, email ncw@money.org . 

I am happy to report that the Webmaster’s position has been 
filled with the appointment of Walker Whitehouse Jr. as our new 


Webmaster. 
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piss like to start by thanking you our members for your support 


Please help there are several vacancies on our board that 
we would like to fill including State Director for Rhode Island and 
two Director at Large positions. If you know anyone that you think 
might be a good candidate for our Board please asks them to con- 
sider taking a position with us. We now meet via conference call to 
save on travel expenses and time and only meet about eight times a 
year for an hour or so on Saturday mornings. 

If you haven’t visited our website lately please do. The 
site has been updated with information pertaining to our activities, 
Club listings and announcements. For more information visit us at 
www.nenacoin.org. 

If you have any ideas or suggestions on how we may better 
serve you, please let us know. You may email me at williamhar- 
kins@comcast.net or by mail NENA, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, 
MA 01888. 

Sincerely, 


William Harkins 


Rare Confederate, Union and Obsolete Money for Sale! 


Pierre Fricke 
P.O. Box 33513, San Antonio, TX78265; ; www.buyvintagemoney.com 
$500 1861 Confederate States of America 


T-2 Clitherall | Elmore 
PAPER MONEY GuARANTY S/N 198 pp A 








T-2 PF-1PMGVery Fine 35 —- CHOICE POR Texas— Medlar 2 - PCGS 53 — CHOICE POR 


And many more CSA, USA, Southern and Obsolete Bank Notes for sale ranging from $10 to five figures 
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Tenskwatawa The Prophet 


By: Ed Brozyna 





orn in 1775, Tenskwatawa was the younger brother of 
the more famous Tecumseh who became the leader of the 
Shawnee Tribe. Tenskwatawa was not a very good war- 
rior and became what was the equivalent of the “town drunk”. In 
18O05after a drunken stupor so severe that many thought he was 
dead, Tenskwatawa claimed that he had a vision that showed a 
heaven that waited with plenty of game to hunt and honey for those 
who led a pure life in the old ways. This vision led to him being 
called a prophet. To attain the pure life one had to abstain from 
alcohol and resist white settlers, two things that Tenskwatawa 
referred to as offspring of the Evil Spirit. In 1808 Tenskwatawa 
and Tecumseh amassed thousands of followers and established a 
village near present day Lafayette, Indiana that white Americans 
called Prophetstown. Tension between the Native Americans and 
settlers increased to a point that an army of a thousand men under 
Governor William Henry Harrison marched to Prophetstown. At 
this time Tecumseh was away and against the wishes of other 
chiefs who wanted to make peace, Tenskwatawa ordered an attack 
on Harrison’s troops which resulted in the Battle of Tippecanoe. 
Harrison was victorious and Prophetstown was abandoned by 
Tenskwatawa’s followers and was burned to the ground. In 1813 
Tecumseh was killed and resistance to the white settlers decreased 
and eventually came to an end. 

The United States blamed Great Britain for providing 
support in the way of weapons and ammunition to Prophetstown 
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resulting in increased hostility between the U.S. and Britain just 
before the War of 1812. 

Tenskwatawa eventually moved to Canada but returned to 
the U.S. in 1824 and with about five hundred followers established 
another village named Prophetstown near present day Kansas City, 
Kansas. He died there in 1836. 

In 2002 the Perth Mint of Australia minted a gold coin 
featuring the portrait of Tenskwatawa on the obverse and the seal 
of the sovereign nation of the Shawnee on the reverse. The twelve 
stars on the reverse signify the original twelve tribes of the Shaw- 
nee nation. The coin contained one fifth of an ounce of pure gold 
with a face value of five dollars but no mention of its purity is 
detailed on the coin itself. Mintage was limited to 5000 encapsu- 
lated proof-like pieces with an issue price of $400.00 when gold 
was priced somewhere around $400.00 per ounce. Distribution 
to the public was handled by the present day Shawnee reserva- 
tion. A silver Tenskwatawa coin was produced the following year 
with a different design on both obverse and reverse. The gold coin 
pictured was found by the author using a metal detector. 4 
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YEARLY PUBLICATION DATES & ADVERTISING RATES 


Issue #1 March 1*....lssue #2 June 1*....lssue #3 Sept.15*....lssue #4 Dec 1st 








Full Page.......... S60 per issue Half Page.......... S40 per issue 
Third Page.......... $30 per issue Inside front or back cover....$65 per issue 
(10% discount for advertising in multiple issues) 
(Please include check with order and to qualify for discount) 


(Deadline for articles is two weeks prior to publication date) 












Ads and Articles Representative.......C. John Ferreri 
P.O. Box #33 Storrs, CT 06268 860-429-6970 
[le johnnybanknote@yahoo.com _ell 
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WESTERLY ENTERPRISES 


Locally Owned Family Business since 1981! 
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¢ Buying and selling old coins, 


e¢ Paper money, 


* Paper ephemera, S : ges aS Sf 
Jewelry, 
¢ and Bullion. 
Collector and investor quality coins. 


Estate appraisals for legal or private purposes. 


WESTERLY ENTERPRISES 


8B Canal Street, Westerly, RI 02891 


401-596-2298 


Open Tues - Fri 10am-4:30pm, Sat 10am-3pm 
Closed Sunday and Monday 





Specimen Bank Notes 
at Yale 


By: Benjamin D. R. Hellings' 


he Yale University Art Gallery’s Department of Numismat- 
; ics, with well over 120,000 objects, just grew by an addi- 

tional 1,920 pieces. At the end of 2018, Arthur Morowitz 
generously donated a large collection of specimen bank notes from 
across the globe, most of which were produced by the two largest 
bank note printers of the 20th century, the American Bank Note 
Company (ABNC) and Thomas de la Rue (TDRL). The numismat- 
ics collection at Yale has always offered great coverage for the 
full-scope of numismatic art but in recent years, attention has been 
directed to exponentially expanding its currency holdings to which 
this recent collection has greatly contributed. 

Specimen bank notes are notes that were produced with- 
out the intention that they enter circulation. Typically produced in 
limited quantities, they were distributed to banks in order to aid 
recognition and to spread knowledge of new bank notes to com- 
bat counterfeiting. Occasionally, bank note companies, such as 
ABNC or TDRL, would produce additional copies to distribute to 
potential clients as examples of their superior artistry. To prevent 
specimen notes entering into circulation, the notes are ‘defaced’ 
through an overprint of “SPECIMEN”, “CANCELLED”, or “NO 
VALUE” in English and/or in the respective local language. They 
are also hole punched and sometimes uniface (printed only on one 
side). A serial number is not always present but when included 
has easily identifiable numbers such as a sequence of 9s or Os (e.g. 
“OOO00000’’). Since the notes were produced in limited quantities 
for restricted purposes, they are not easily obtained but are al- 
ways better preserved than circulated notes, allowing one to better 


! Jackson-Tomasko Associate Curator of Numismatics, Yale University Art 
Gallery. Continued on next page 
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Yale Notes Continued 


appreciate the art upon the note. 

The collection of specimen notes donated by Arthur Mo- 
rowitz brings together notes from 108 different countries across the 
globe, as varied as Seychelles to Netherlands Antilles to Tanzania. 
Eighteen different bank note manufacturers are represented, al- 
though the vast majority were produced by ABNC or TDRL, two 
large competitors of one another in the 20th century, and that often 
produced notes for the same countries, as banks changed to whom 
they contracted the work. The collection therefore offers ample 
opportunity to study individual vignettes or to compare the work of 
artists employed at the two firms. 

The work of James Smillie and James David Smillie, a 
father-son partnership of bank note artists, is just one interesting 
aspect represented within the collection. James Smillie (1807- 

85) engraved plates for several bank note artists, including Ashur 
B. Durand, before forming his own company in 1841 (Rawdon, 
Wright, Hatch & Smillie), where he engraved only non-bank note 
pictures. In 1861, he left the company, joining ABNC in 1868, 
where he engraved bank note vignettes. His son, James D. Smillie 
(1833-1909), studied with his father and supplied the first drawing 
that his father engraved while at ABNC. Unlike his father, how- 
ever, he found engraving work “an intolerable bore” and after just 
three years at ABNC, he left in 1862 to devote his life to painting 
but continued to provide art work for the company. One vignette 
where the work of the father-son duo can be found is on the Chil- 
ean 10 pesos note of ca. 1879. Here James D. Smillie provided the 
art work of the condor while his father engraved it onto the note. 
In The Engraver’s Line published in 1993 by Gene Hessler, the au- 
thoritative work on bank note engravers and artists, this is the only 
listed note for the father-son condor. 

In the Morowitz collection, however, several other notes 
have the same vignette, revealing the way that the work of bank 
note artists and engravers was exploited by the bank note compa- 
nies. It was extremely rare for a vignette to be used only once since 
the time, energy, and cost to produce a single vignette was prohibi- 

Continued on next page 
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tive that it would have financially irresponsible to only appear on 
a single note. The father-son condor appears on the following bank 
notes in the collection at Yale: 


Banco Hipotecario Del Pacifico, Colombia, 1920-22 Bono Ban- 
cario Issue 

1 Peso, ABNC, S522 

10 Pesos, ABNC, S524 

20 Pesos, ABNC, S525 
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10 Peso Note Specimen (obverse), issued by the Banco Hipotecario del 
Pacifico, Colombia, produced by the American Bank Note Company, New 
York, 1921. 2019.19.504 
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10 Peso Note Specimen (reverse), Continued on next page 
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Yale Notes Continued 
El Banco Nacional de Bolivia, Bolivia, 1882-3 Sucre issue 
1 Boliviano, ABNC, S205 


El Banco Nacional de Chile, Chile, 1878 issue 
10 Pesos, ABNC, S334 
20 Pesos, ABNC, S335 
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10 Peso Note Specimen (obverse), issued by the Banco Nacional de Chile, pro- 
duced by the American Bank Note Company, New York, 1879. 2019.19.385. 





10 Peso Note Specimen (reverse), 


The work of James Smillie and James D. Smillie are just 
two of many bank note engravers and artists that can be studied 
within the collection of such outstanding breadth and depth. These 
specimen bank notes will now serve as a repository resource for 
students and scholars studying numismatic art. In addition, the 
splendid variety among specimen notes from around the world 
offers curators new possibilities for public display. The ability 
to encourage appreciation for the art of paper money, coins, and 


Continued on page 14 
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Yale Notes Continued 


medals—in this age of digital currency, electronic payments, and 
plastic credit cards—is an exciting enterprise for the museum and 
its audiences. 

The collection is recorded online (photographs forthcom- 
ing) and can be searched online https://artgallery.yale.edu/collec- 
tion/search and using the accession numbers 2019.19.1 through to 
2019.19.1920. Each note also has a Pick catalog number although 
these can only be accessed in person. To schedule an individual or 
class visit, email emily.pearce@yale.edu. You will need to provide 
at least three weeks’ advance notice as well as a list, by accession 
number, of the objects you wish to view. 4 


Rockwell Lecture Night Tuesday April 14, 2020 
Sponsored yearly by, 

Collectors Club of Boston, Boston Numismatic Society, and the 
Currency Club of New England 7-9PM at New Light Korean Church 
730 Main St. (Rt 20) Waltham, Mass. 

Light refreshments will be served. 


Area numismatists are invited to attend this special lecture 
given by David Wray on: Women, Power, and Magic in Ancient Arti- 
facts. 

David is retired from a career as Program Manager in early 
internet companies. He also is one of the founders of the Writing 
Program at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He is also a 
prize winning author and lecturer. He now pursues his interests in 


numismatics, history and archeology. He is author of: The Secret 
Roots of Christianity: Decoding Religious History with Symbols on 
Ancient Coins. 


David has chosen, in addition, to show 13 artifacts from his 
collection related to women and prepared an entertaining introduction 
to a serious historical topic. The ages of the artifacts range over 3000 
years, from ~1600 B.C. to the 16th century A.D. Only some of the 
artifacts are coins. Taken all together, the artifacts in this overview 
suggest that thematic connections between women and magic relate 
in fascinating ways to gender power in various societies across mil- 
lennia. 

If additional information is needed please contact: 
William Harkins — williamharkins@comcast.net -or- 
John Ferreri johnnybanknote @yahoo.com 
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The Reason Why I Started 
Collecting Coins 


By: Preston Pratola 


hroughout time there are many reasons why people get in- 

terested in collecting coins. Many of you may have had one 

or more of the following reasons. Some collectors look at 
it as an investment. The early coins were made of silver and gold. 
Also, some of the rare coins and century old coins can be worth a 
large amount of money. Other collectors became fascinated with 
the beauty of some coins. There are collectors that especially like 
the Standing Liberty Half Dollar and the Morgan Dollar coins. 
Collectors may also be history buffs. Each coin was some part of 
past history. The time period when these coins were produced may 
have significant for the collector. 

The U.S. Mint is producing commemorative coins that 

are beautiful and also have low mintage. These coins are readily 
available to the general public. With the emergence of E-Bay on 
the internet collectors can shop for coins from, their homes. One 
of the more popular reasons why people start to collect 1s that a 
father, mother or some relative passed a collection down to them. 


1943 steel cents are U.S. one-cent coins that 
were struck in steel due to wartime shortages 
of copper. The Philadelphia, Denver, and San 
\, Francisco mints each produced these 1943 Lin- 
+} coln cents. The unique composition of the coin 
has led to various nicknames, such as wartime 


cent, steel war penny, and steelie. Wikipedia 





Continued on next page 
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Reasons for Collecting Continued 

All of the reasons listed above do not include why I started 
to collect coins. In 1952 I was ten years old and my family went 
to Point Pleasant, New Jersey for summer vacation. This was a 
resort area with a boardwalk. On it are food concessions, rides 
and penny arcades. Pizza and rides in 1952 were twenty-five cents 
each and the penny arcades had games for two cents and a nickel. 
My cousin Billy who was sixteen years old worked in one of the 
arcades making change and fixing the machines. One day I put my 
two-cents into one of the crane machines hoping I could lift out 
a watch. The machine jammed so Billy opened it and removed a 
1943 penny. He explained to me that a magnet attracted the 1943 
penny causing the machine to malfunction. All 1943 pennies were 
pulled out of circulation by the arcade staff so this would not occur 
in the future. I was fascinated by the 43’s and asked him if I could 
by them. He agreed on the condition that I never use them in a 
penny arcade. By the end of the summer I had over 500 steel pen- 
nies, which I put in a cloth bag and tied up to save. 

This is not the end of the story but on a quick side note: 
How do you make a common nickel used in an arcade, worth a 
hundred dollars? The arcade worker would drill a hole into the 
edge of the nickel and solder a wire into that hole. Whenever a 
nickel machine would jam, they would use the nickel with the wire 
to clear the machine. They would pull on the wire and retrieve the 
nickel. This was done over and over again . 

The story continues 14 years later. I am now 24 years old, 
married and working. At this point I have money to buy things that 
interest me. I was savings steel pennies and war nickels. The war 
year nickels were easy to spot because they contained silver which 
would tarnish turning those coins darker than the other nickels. I 
was talking to my wife’s uncle Ray about this and he told me that 
he would help me gather these nickels. I did not know that uncle 
Ray worked as a token seller in a booth in the New York subway. 
Soon I had thousands of war year nickels. 

These are the two reasons that got me interested in 
collecting coins. 4 
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Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club 
58th Annual Coin Show 


“The Best Little Coin Show in Connecticut” 


Sunday, May 3, 2020 
8:30 AM - 2:30 PM 


Sass Holiday Inn Hotel ~_ 
10 Laura Blvd., Norwich, CT 


Over 30 dealers buying, selling or appraising! 
Free Admission and Free Parking. 
We are Family Friendly! Yes, Bring the Kids! 
Learn about Numismatics! 
Many Prizes...Buy, Sell, Trade. 


www.pawcatuckvalleycoinclub.com 
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Banknotes of the Fairfield Loan 
and Trast Company 


By: C. John Ferrer 


authorize or issue paper money until 1862. That’s right! Only 

coins were approved and issued by the federal government. The 
individual states were left to certify or oversee paper money issues 
from the state chartered banks. Scrip or issues from non-banking 
concerns was not overseen by any State a 


I: should be noted that the United States government did not 
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This 50 cent note was the lowest denomination issued by the 
Fairfeld Loan and Trust Company. It, like the other denomi- 
nation notes was interest bearing. Presumably, the holder of 
the note could someday exchange it for the face value plus the 
interest earned. 


Within this brief article will be six images of various bank 
notes issued by the Fairfield Loan and Trust Company in Fairfield, 
Connecticut. These images are notable due to the fact that they 
prominently show images of U.S. coins and carry denominations 
most unusual. Quite a few banks of the mid 1800’s chose to do 
the same and there was a reason. However, Hasse does not list the 
Fairfield Loan and Trust Company as a true bank in his book: A 
History of Money and Banking in Connecticut. He does however; 
give it scant mention, probably because the institution was not re- 

Continued on next page 
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ally a state sanctioned bank under the laws of Connecticut. It was 
one of the “new idea” banks, a trust company, that did not quite 
meet the requirements in order to come under the protection (and 
scrutiny) of the banking commission within the state. These 1837 
issues are from Connecticut’s first trust company. Collectors take 
to these not only because of the coins portrayed but also because of 
the odd denominations they represent. While it is hard to speculate 
on why so many denominations were issued in this case, the fact 
that the representations of coins equaling the dollar amounts of the 
notes were so prominent could be this: as bank notes circulated 
further and further from the center of the towns and cities where 
most note issuing banks were located and made it to the very rural 
and farming areas of the state, the chances of interacting with 
residents lacking education and reading abilities increased. In the 
1830’s many farms and woodlands were tended by people who had 
little chance of a good education. While placing images of coins 
on the notes along with the written denominations the less edu- 
cated citizens could draw inference from the images relating to the 
coins they were more familiar with and feel better transacting with 
the use of paper money. 
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The depicted note in this instance will show a Draped Bust — 
Silver Dollar with the Heraldic Eagle reverse. These were in 
circulation from 1798 through 1804 (too bad we cant see the 
obverse of this coin). The placement of the stars on the dollar 
coin image is not exact, nor was it probably intended to be. 
“Close enough” was close enough. 


Most remaining examples of any of the denominations of 
this bank found today are in reasonably well preserved condition, 
very fine to A.U. so while it seems the notes did circulate it also 
seems they did not circulate a lot. This is a good thing for today’s 
collectors. Obtaining a complete set of six different examples 
should not break your bank and the search should be fruitful in a 
reasonable amount of time. 

Continued on next page 
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Fairfield Loan CompanyContinued 
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‘On 7D bill we see three coins. ened are game Bust Half 

Dollars and the other, a Capped Bust Quarter, Variety 2 with 

the motto removed. 

The individual printing plates for all the denominations 
were noted to be in the possession of the American Banknote Com- 
pany in 2003 as stated in the Whitman Encyclopedia of Obsolete 
Paper Money, Vol. #2 by Q. David Bowers. Even though the notes 
show that they were engraved by Rawdon, Wright & Hatch of New 
York, that company added the name of Tracy Edson in 1847 and 
finally was absorbed into American Banknote Co. by 1858. Often, 
banknotes were printed on sheets of paper, four subjects to each 
sheet. There are no known remaining sheets of this issue so it is 
not known if these were printed singly or in combination, on a 
sheet. We can assume that an uncut sheet of four of these subjects 
would be an eye-catching beauty of graphic art! There are a good 
number of various uncut banknote sheets available in the mar- 
ketplace today and many are quite striking. “Remainder sheets” 
are essentially the saved “leftover” stock of notes a bank might 
have on the day it ceased doing business. Sheets were not usually 
signed, numbered and cut apart until it became time to issue the 
individual notes. 





Three Capped Bust Half dollars are shown on the $1 50 bill 

of the Fairfield Loan and Trust Company. This pictorial aid 

helped grease the gears of commerce when the holder went to 

pay for a product or service with an individual lacking reading 

skills. Continued on next page 
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fon of three different denominations are evident on fats 
$1.75 bank note. They are the quarter, half dollar and one 
dollar. A collector might covet this particular bank note for 
the variety it offers. Can you imagine the effort it must have 
taken to make change for a $1.75 bill when you had half 
dimes and three cent pieces along with the more common 
denominations to choose from. 


AW 





| E. ees a 
Two Heme Eagle, ee Bae Dollars grace the front oF 
this note, the largest denomination issued by the company. 
So, why did banks and trust companies issue notes with 
such unusual denominations? There could be more than a few 
answers to that question. For one: if a bank in a rural town had 
a large mill as a customer and not much else, why not have bills 
printed with the exact amount of that mill’s weekly wage. It makes 
things a lot easier on payday! Also, if a bank were located at a 
seaport it might be easier to have banknotes available that were 
equal in value to the denomination of certain coins usually brought 
over from another country. This could explain the reason for $4 
bills being issued by so many banks in these seaport towns. Un- 
less the bank actually wrote it in their minutes, 1t would be hard 
to say with certainty, why they actually did this. However, in the 
meantime, we as collectors have this bounty of beautiful banknotes 
to choose from and the Fairfield Loan and Trust Company to thank 
for some of them. 4 
There are plenty of anecdotes like this waiting to be written. Wouldnt you like 
to submit your paper about some topic that interests you? Nena News is here to 
help you bring your thoughts to fruition. Writing can be an enjoyable exercise, 
ask any of our authors. You can become one also! Enlist the help of this author. 


His information may be found near the front of this newsletter. 
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CUincle Gingelo and the 500 Ziotny 
German Occupation Banknote 


By C. John Ferrer 
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ies Germany aaien Poland i in Senior of I I 939 es issued “oc- 
cupation” money. Hans Frank a Nazi Party member who subsequent- 
ly was hanged in Nuremburg for war crimes he committed, started this 
bank to implement the circulation of this type of occupation money. 
These were printed in Polish and heavily counterfeited. This is a 500 


ZI (Zloty) piece. Due to its condition this has very little collector value 
but is very rich in history. 
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The reverse Cor the rece ead necipangn note meenipps the hand 
written notation by “Angelo”, the American Sergeant who acquired the 
note from a German military prisoner. The inscription stated: Taken 
from “Jerry”, August 6th, 1944. 


Continued on next page 
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remembered my uncle only once. It was when he was on leave 

from military service during WWII and in the summer of 1944. 
I was only three or four years old when he paid a surprise visit 
to my mom, dad and me. It wasn’t quite time to rise that early 
morning when he let himself into the apartment where we lived 
and knocked on the master bedroom door where the rest of us all 
just happened to be at that moment. He had traveled from near 
London I assume and just arrived in town (Willimantic, Connecti- 
cut) for a visit, not even a single block from where the Mansfield 
Numismatic Society holds its annual coin show in March. I re- 
member that he was a person, full of fun and always found time to 
sit and play with me despite the 19-20 year age difference. Uncle 
“Ange” was home for only a few days, I was later told. He had to 
return to England for something large was in the wind and military 
leaves were cancelled after a certain date. Today, this is my only 
recollection of him even though he appeared in numerous family 
photographs both with and without me. Shortly after his visit he 
returned to active duty and shortly after that was killed in action in 
France . 

Sometime between that brief visit to Connecticut and the 
date of his death he happened to acquire this piece of German 
made paper money for use in “occupied” Poland. The brief state- 
ment he wrote on the reverse tells all that is needed to know about 
that incident. This was in his wallet when his personal items were 
returned to the family by the War Department. I had no interest in 
this note for perhaps another 30-35 years until I began having an 
interest in paper money as a collectable item. I then set it aside in 
a safe place and only today retrieved it and started to write this ac- 
count of it and the soldier who took it from a German prisoner. 

Today, I am in my 80th year and think that it is about time 
I mentioned this story. Now you have read about all I can possibly 
write about my Uncle and this piece of paper money that both he 
and the German soldier referred to only as “Jerry”, tucked away 
in their wallets at different times during that war. Ill never know 


Continued on next page 
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Uncle Angelo Continued 

the name of that soldier or if he survived the fighting (it 1s likely he 
did as he was an American captive). What am I going to do with 
this paper treasure once the day arrives that I will no longer need 
anything other than nursing care? Well, my son’s middle name is 
Angelo and was named after my Uncle. He 1s not a collector but 
I’m sure he will find a safe place to keep it. 4 


Thanks goes to Stanley Sobiech, a 
native of Poland and collector of 
American Confederate Currency 
who knows too well the story of 
Poland and the Polish people 
during WWII. Stanley happily 
supplied some of the background 
and historical information for this 
article. 





BJM NUMISMATICS 
Your trusted EBAY store 
www.bjmnumismatics.com 


What sets me apart from other EBAY sellers? 
Y Accurate honest descriptions 


v My conservative grade 
(no grade for yourself cop outs) 


¥ Clear pictures 


Regularly set up at the Nashua third Sunday show 
Always buying collections also! 


Brian Maxfield ANA Life Member #6755 


508-932-4767 email: bjmnumismatics@gmail.com 
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MEMBER CLUBS-NEWS AND VIEWS 


Representatives of any of the Nena clubs are urged to 
send in accounts of their meetings so all Nena members 
can keep abreast of the goings on of the various regional 
clubs. Please send your short report in “Word” format to: 

John Ferrer1 johnnybanknote@yahoo.com. 


The Collectors Club of Boston (CCB) will celebrate its 75" an- 
niversary on May 19" with a dinner at the Chateau Restaurant in 
Waltham. The speaker for the evening will be Nena membership 
director, Robert Fritsch. 

The club was founded in 1945 by a group of members from the 
Boston Numismatic Society who also wanted to support a club that 
incorporated commercial activity to augment the scholarly infor- 
mation that was disseminated at the Boston Numismatic Society 
meetings. 


The Mansfield Numismatic Society in Connecticut will hold its 
47" Annual Coin and Paper Money show on March 29" (see adver- 
tisement in this issue). 


The three “Boston” clubs (Boston Numismatic Society “BNS”, 
Collectors Club of Boston “CCB” and the Currency Club of New 
England “CCNE”’) will hold their annual “Thomas P. Rockwell” 
combined meeting on the night of April 14th at their meeting place, 
the New Light Korean Church 320 Main Street Waltham. Mem- 
bers of any of the Nena clubs are invited to attend. The speaker 
for that evening will be David Wray speaking and exhibiting on: 
Women, Power, and Magic in 13 Ancient Artifacts. 


The Southbridge Coin and Stamp Club will honor three new 
Lifetime Members. The membership unanimously voted to honor 
Jack Kiley, Bill Norberg and Jack Haroin with Honorary Lifetime 
Memberships with certificates to be presented in March. The SCSC 
usually meets on the 3rd Fridays in Sturbridge (see Club Meeting 
section or contact Mark at gluemark@gmail.com. 
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Exhibit Rules and Application 
New England Numismatic Association 
New Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo 
Saturday, April 11, 2020 
EXHIBITORS 
All Members of NENA in good standing and who submit a standard NENA 
exhibit application at least two (2) weeks prior to the show date will be eligible 
to exhibit. NENA reserves the right to accept or reject any exhibit. 


CATEGORIES 
Categories are: Non-Competitive 


Exhibits are Non-Competitive: 

Non-Competitive exhibits will be accepted on a space-available basis at the 
discretion of the Exhibit Chairman. The Exhibitor will designate the exhibit cat- 
egory on the application; however, the Exhibit Chairman, after conferring with 
the Exhibitor, may transfer the exhibit to a different category. 


SPACE 

A non-competitive exhibit may comprise up to three (3) cases. No special 
locations, electrical connections, lights or special gimmicks will be permitted. 
NENA will provide supplemental lighting for all exhibits, 1f necessary. 


MATERIAL 

Exhibitors shall not violate any government regulation. Forged, spurious or 
counterfeit material in an exhibit for educational purposes shall be clearly identi- 
fied as such. 


SETUP/REMOVAL 

Exhibits may be set up between 10am to 6pm on Friday, April 10th, and between 
9am to 10:30am on Saturday April 11th.Exhibits must be set up prior to 10:30 
am on Saturday, April 11th, 2020. Exhibits must be removed before 5pm on 
Saturday, April 11th. All materials shall be prepared, set up, and removed by the 
Exhibitor unless prior arrangements have been made in writing with the Exhibit 
Chairman, to appoint one person as agent for the purpose of set-up, removal, and 
acceptance of any award bestowed on the Exhibitor. 


SECURITY 

All Exhibitors will lock their cases in the presence of the Exhibit Chairman. 
Once the case is locked, it can not be opened by the Exhibitor until the exhibit is 
removed. 


LIABILITY 

The New England Numismatic Association, the Convention Committee, EB W 
Promotions, LLC, including employees and contractors and/or the Meeting 
Facility, shall not be responsible for any loss, damage, or injury that may occur 
to Exhibitors or their property from any cause whatsoever, prior, during, or 
subsequent to the period of the Convention. The Exhibitor expressly releases 
the above named entities from, and agrees to indemnify same and hold harmless 
against any and all claims from such loss, damage, or injury. 
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Exhibit Application 
New England Numismatic Association 
New Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo 
Saturday, April 11, 2020 
Name: 


Address: 


City: State: Zip: 


Phone (Specify day, evening, or both): 





I, the Exhibitor/Guardian/Agent, understand and agree to abide by the exhibit rules 
of the New England Numismatic Association which are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

Signed: Exhibitor Date: 









Signed: Parent/Guardian Date: 






I, Exhibitor, hereby assign as my agent to set 
up and remove my exhibit and to receive any award presented for my exhibit. 










Signed: Agent Date: 


TITLE OF EXHIBIT: 


Category (Please Check One): 
Non-Competitive 


How many cases does your exhibit comprise? 
Do you want a NENA case for your exhibit? 
Will you use your own case(s)? 

If yes, outside dimensions: 


Estimated Time of arrival for setup (day and time): 


Send to: NENA EXHIBITS, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, MA 01888 


At Stacks Bowers Galleries 
Specialized Collections 
Are Our Specialty! 
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RELATED MEDALS: coe 


The Yohu W. phdams Collection 










JOHN J. FORD, Jr. COLLECTION 
ANTHONY J. [ARASZKA - ana Sina 


COLLECTIO 





: Fugio Cents 
Confederate States of America Half Dollar 
OCTOBER 14, 2003 








123 West 57th Street » New York, NY 
PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 





Throughout our history we have helped to build and have cataloged and 
sold at auction many of the most important collections and finest specialized 
cabinets ever formed. The covers shown here illustrate our diverse areas of 
expertise in all collecting specialties. Let us share this success with you. 


Whether you are a beginning collector or a seasoned veteran, are still 
acquiring rarities or are on the verge of selling, we invite you to contact a 
Stack’s Bowers Galleries specialist today to find out how we can assist you 
in all your numismatic needs. 


Contact Us for More Information 


West Coast: 800.458.4646 e East Coast: 800.566.2580 
Email: Consign@StacksBowers.com 


LEGENDARY COLLECTIONS | LEGENDARY RESULTS | ALEGENDARY AUCTION FIRM 


123 West 57th Street, New York, NY 10019 « 212.582.2580 
1231 East Dyer Rd. Ste. 100, Santa Ana, CA 92705 « 949.253.0916 ‘ 
Info@StacksBowers.com « StacksBowers.com ' 


New York ¢ California « Hong Kong « Paris « Wolfeboro GALLERIES 
BEG NEN SpeHelterol Itt? America’s Oldest and Most Accomplished Rare Coin Auctioneer 
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Steamship, Elm City: 
€& Workhorse for the Cnion. 


By: C. John Ferrer 
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The Elm City Bank opened in 1855 and then became a national bank in 1864. Although 
the bank had over $400.000 in State bills in circulation in 1864, examples today, are 
relatively hard to find. The Bank did not issue National Bank notes. The engraver was 
Jocelyn, Draper, Welsh & Co. as seen on the margin of the note. The American Bank 
Note Company was a name the aforementioned engraving company was introducing 
and planning on using before the consolidation in 1858 of various bank note engraving 
companies forming the American Banknote Co. as we know it, today. 


he image of the steamship Elm City appears on notes of the Elm 

City Bank of New Haven, Conn. This 300 ft. long wooden side 

wheeler was a familiar sight to New Haveners. It was a passenger 
ship able to accommodate 350 guests and crew. It was built in 1854 in 
New York by Samuel Sneeden for passenger service between there and 
New Haven and was named after New Haven, “The City of Elms”. Her 
life as a passenger ship lasted only until war ignited between the States. 

During the Civil War she became an indispensable troop carrier 
bringing troops and material to the front lines and evacuating wounded 
soldiers during the Peninsular Campaign in Virginia. 

She was one of the largest ships involved in this campaign and 
once while on board, it was said, an irascible passenger, General Dan 
Sickles, openly feuded by pen, with his superior in command, General 
Joseph Hooker. General Sickles was being offered a demotion which he 
eventually accepted but only after a lengthy exchange of military nice- 
ties. 

After her military duty she became a transport and excursion 
ship doing service along the east coast and Long Island sound. 4 


See the oil painting on next page 
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This oil painting of the Steamship Elm City by Elisha T: Baker (1827-1890) an American 
artist, is on display at the Mariners Museum in Newport News, VA. 


L0L0 Nena Medal Destqn Contest 


It is time again to open competition for the 2020 
NENA medal, using a theme appropriate to a significant 
numismatic anniversary or an event in U.S. history, pref- 
erably with a New England theme. 

The obverse of the medal will carry the traditional 
NENA Logo and the reverse will feature the winning de- 
sign as the central theme with the legends 76th, NENA 
Conference and Convention / 3 October, 2020, Man- 
chester, NH in a ring around the outside. Please include 
them in your design. 

Present your graphic idea on a piece of paper 
and explain the concept in words. You may also use 
electronic media (.jog or .ppt format). The winner will be 
selected from all entries submitted through 31 May. The 
winner will be presented with a set of 2020 NENA mecd- 
als at the annual meeting. 

send electronic submissions to williamharkins@ 
comcast.net with a subject line of 2020 NENA MEDAL. 
Paper submissions can be sent to NENA, P.O. Box 
2061, Woburn, MA 01888. 
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Paper Money Show 


The “Biggest’ little coin and paper 
money show in New England 
Prospect Street School Gymnasium 
233 Prospect St., 
at corner of High St. 
Willimantic, Conn. 


Sunday, March 29, 2020 
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m 


7? Dealers 


Bourse & Exhibition 
Public mvited - Free Admission 
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email: oldmoneyinfo @ yahoo.com 
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4& Watermarked Maine Note 
-- Gtlantic Sank, Portland 


By: André Rivard 
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First CharterAtlantic Bank Note, Portland, ME. Dated Oct, 25, 
1853. with T.C.C. & Co. Watermark 


here are few collecting hobbies that provide the collector the 

opportunity to contribute to the knowledge of the subject with 
as much possibility as obsolete currency. Unknown items today 
can be found tomorrow, and added to the overall knowledge of the 
subject. This note represents the thought in action. 

This Atlantic bank note was purchased amongst a small 
grouping of Atlantic bank notes offered consisting of both first and 
second charter notes. The seller, a book dealer in Maine, stated 
that the notes in the sale (All Atlantic Bank Notes) had been found 
inside a book. This is the sort of find collectors dream of! 

It is important at this point to highlight the rarity of surviv- 
ing issued notes for the first charter of the Atlantic Bank. It simply 
comes down to the fact that there are only a few $1 and $5 issued 
notes known, and that all issued notes of all other denominations 
of the first charter period are unverified and listed as not known. ' 

Once in hand, examination revealed the paper watermark 
of Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear and Co. (T.C.C. & Co.) across the 
entire field of the note. The watermark in this case is similar to 
that which would be found on high quality resume paper, created 

Continued on next page 
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Watermarked Maine Note Continued 

by a different thickness of the watermarked portion of the paper, 
and can be seen when held against light. The watermark is the 
same as that found on an 1862 Richmond, Virginia Treasury Note. 
The following figures below were prepared to aid in observation 
of the watermark due to the difficulties a black and white photo 
presents. 

The figures present the following information: 

figure 1: The extent of the watermark across the field of the note 
figure 2: An outline of the “C” and “O” for reference of the size of 
the letters. 

figure 3: An overlay showing the location of each letter. 


figure 1: Extent of the watermark 





Continued on next page 
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figure 3: Location of each letter across the note. 





Research has opened up the high probability that this may 
be the only Maine obsolete bank note that bears the watermark of 
T.C.C. & Co. in existence. Factors contributing to this include the 
low survival rate of notes that could possibly possess the water- 
mark, that the surviving notes do not possess the watermark and 
further compounded by the fact that the watermarked paper did not 
hold up well to circulation in the first place. 

The Atlantic Bank was in the active business of banking 
from 1850 to 1860, though not continuously. On March 5, 1855 the 
bank was authorized by an act of the Legislature to surrender it’s 
charter.’ 

The 1856 Annual Report of the Bank Commissioners of 
the State of Maine at that time provides an update in regard to 
the status of the bank: ‘This Bank was authorized by an Act of 
the Legislature passed March 5, 1855, to surrender its charter-its 
capital at that time being two hundred thousand dollars. No dis- 
counts have been made since that date, except in a few instances 
by way of renewal. The capital, has since been reduced to fifty-two 
thousand four hundred dollars, by payment to its stockholders at 
par, with six per cent. interest to the date of cancellation. A portion 
of the paper now held by the Bank is overdue, but is in process of 
liquidation. ’° 

The efforts to liquidate were halted when at a special meet- 
ing of the stockholders held Saturday June 27, 1857, it was voted 
unanimously to resume business’; as such they did, however things 
did not go well. 


Continued on page 37 
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www.stevescoins.com 


Buy & Sell Colonial, U.S. & World Coins & Paper Money 
Estate Liquidations...Appraisals...Wholesale & Retail 


We can come to you for confidential negotiations! 


We are also a regular dealer at all major New England Coin Shows. 
(Call us for our schedule.) 
(Best prices paid for silver and gold bullion coins and scrap.) 
When buying, stop at our table with a photocopy of your NenaNews 
mailing label and receive an additional discout. 


Stephen Vorchheimer, P. O. Box 292, Rockville, CT 06066 
860-559-0092 Fax 860-875-0508 





NENA News 5 


Calling for 
Letters to the Editor 


Have you ever wanted to comment on some numismatic 
subject and didn’t know where you could share your 
thoughts? 

NenaNews is the place! 

ae your Res: eeu org 
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Buyers, sellers and appraisers of coins 


and collectibles for over 40 years! 
Attending most major coin and currency shows 
In New England. 


Higleyville Coin Company 


A department of Simsbury Pharmacy 


Robert Kevorkian, proprietor 


1418 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury, CT 06070 
860 658-1344 ssc" 
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Watermarked Maine Note Continued 
According to the 1859 Annual Report of the Bank Commis- 


sioners: “The Atlantic Bank at Portland, remains under a qualified 
injunction. It has redeemed most of its bills, and funds have been 
deposited with the International Bank, sufficient, it 1s supposed, to 
redeem the balance in circulation. The appointment of Receivers 
has been delayed, in consequence of a vote, on the sixth of Sep- 
tember, to apply, at the approaching session of the Legislature, for 
leave to surrender its charter.’ 

The charter was surrendered February 4th, 1860, and two 
years allowed for closing the affairs and redeeming the bills.° 

Notes of the Atlantic Bank differ in design depending on 
whether issued during the first or second period of operation. 
Notes from the 1850-1855 period are engraved by Toppan, Carpen- 
ter, Casilear, & Co., and imprinted by Bald, Cousland, & Co./Bald, 
Baldwin and Cousland after business resumed in 1857. 

The reason for the present day rarity stems from the fact the 
bank redeemed almost all of its bills. According to the annual bank 
commissioners report of 1862, at the time of making the annual re- 
port in 1861, less than $200 of the bills were in circulation. Funds 
were deposited at the International Bank in Portland to redeem 
these, and the cashier reported that within a years time only $8 in 
bills had been redeemed, concluding that the remainder was lost, 
and past recovery. The affairs of the bank were thus closed.’ 

There is extremely strong evidence that the watermarked 
paper was supplied by The Willcox Paper Mill (Ivy Mills) located 
in Chester County Pennsylvania. This would be a logical choice 
as T.C.C. & Co. was based out of Philadelphia and although some 
records were unintentionally destroyed, remaining records show 
that paper was ordered in 1850 by T.C.C. & Co., and in 1854 under 
Toppan, Carpenter and Co.8 There is no indication that these 
filled orders contained watermarked paper, however the following 
information is noted in relation to the paper mull: 

‘In 1853 Messrs. Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co., and Well- 
stood, Hanks & Whiting, bank-note engravers and printers, con- 
cluded to use a paper with their initials watermarked, to appear in 
each note, in a manner so conspicuous that they would not easily 


be effaced by modern usage. This plan required the use of a large 
Continued on next page 
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Watermarked Maine Note Continued 


wire for the letters on the moulds.8 The fact that this note is dated 
Oct 25, 1853, and other non-Maine notes seen bearing the T.C.C. 
& Co. watermark are dated 1853 would seem to confirm that the 
paper was indeed ordered and supplied in 1853. 

Though the watermark itself can be seen, the integrity of 
the watermarked portion of the paper did not hold up well. Con- 
tinuing from the previous reference: ‘The film of paper on the 
letters was too thin, in proportion to the paper in the body of the 
sheet; and these thin portions were soon ruptured by hard usage.’ 
It is with this fact that many circulated T.C.C. & Co. notes show 
damage around the watermark letters.* This certainly seems to be 
the case as observed in the deterioration around some of the areas 
on the edge of the watermarked letters of this note. Circulated 
notes from other state banks with notes bearing the T.C.C & Co. 
watermark display similar deterioration, with some notes display- 
ing very severe deterioration. 

A review of the Whitman Encyclopedia of Obsolete Paper 
Money Volume 2 reveals that the following Maine banks have 
the possibility of containing the T.C.C. & Co. watermarked paper 
during the period from 1853 (the time that the watermarked paper 
was supplied) and on. The query was expanded to investigate all 
denominations of a bank, even if only one denomination was listed 
as being engraved by T.C.C. & Co. as well as to include spurious 


and counterfeit versions. The banks include: 
Bank of the State of Maine Eastern Bank Kenduskeag Bank 


Marine Bank Lime Rock Bank = Sandy River Bank 

Orono Bank Atlantic Bank The Bank of Cumberland 
Canal Bank Casco Bank Mechanics Bank 
Merchants Bank Richmond Bank South Berwick Bank 
Waldoboro Bank Peoples Bank 


Of the descriptive listings available for the notes of these banks, 
none make mention of a watermark. A survey of available infor- 
mation and images from these banks reveal that only a handful of 
notes within the list of prospective banks are available for evalua- 
tion and it will not be difficult for the astute Maine note collector 
to recognize that the listed banks count as some of the most rare 
banks in the catalogue of Maine notes. 

With great anguish the decision was made not to provide a 
tedious list of note descriptions in an effort to prove the point, and 
38 NenaNews Continued on next page 


one that cannot help but be incomplete. Suffice it to say that none 
of the available research, which included reviewing a plurality of 
resources and images resulted in any evidence of a watermarked 
note. 

Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co. certainly did employ the 
use of watermarked banknote paper, most certainly supplied by the 
Ivy Mills in Pennsylvania, as they are seen in other banknotes of 
the era. 

According to the article ‘Confederate Money: A Survey of 
the Source and Use of Paper” by Everett K. Cooper, published in 
Paper Money 1967, Vol 6 No.1, published by The Society of Paper 
Money Collectors: 

.... An unusual point also is that all pre-Civil war bank 
notes examined with the T.C.C & Co. watermark were for southern 
banks and engraved by various partnerships of bank note engravers 
but always including Mr. Toppan.’ 

As it is with obsolete paper money, new things are discov- 
ered regularly. Even though the hobby is not a new pursuit, notes 
are found tucked in books, long since forgotten, the discovery of 
which can be added to the totality of collectors’ knowledge. There 
is a strong possibility that this is the only Maine Obsolete note with 
the T.C.C. & Co. Watermark. Perhaps there are others out there in 


collections, or as an exciting prospect, yet to be discovered! 4 

The author is a collector and researcher of Maine obsolete currency and welcomes 
inquiries about such items. He will buy, sell or trade for notes he needs. Please contact 
him at dirigocurrency@gmail.com. Please visit Dirigocurrency.com to view the Rivard 
Brothers Collection of Maine Obsolete Currency. 
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Brockton Public Library 





Join local numismatist, Richard Hand, Jr, as we celebrate National Coin Week 
with guest speakers, free raffles & door prizes! 


MAIN LIBRARY, 304 MAIN ST. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 18 


‘ 
Free Raffles l ; () () p ¢ m 8 Poor Pr Izes) 


Please sign up in the Children's Room or call 508-894-1430. 
This program is supported in part by the Crescent Credit Union, 
Brockton Library Foundation, and Richard Hand, Jr. 


BROCKTON 
N PUBLIC 
‘LIBRARY 


ve 4 BROCKTON PUBLIC LIBRARY, 304 MAIN ST. , BROCKTON, MA 02301 
508-894-1400 www.brocktonpubliclibrary.org 





40 NenaNews 


Is “Inexpensive Peace Dollar” 
€ Three-Word Oxymoron? 


By: Mark Benvenuto 





The love affair that collectors have for silver dollars is a 
long one, with auction price tags for the upper flakes of the upper 
crust silver dollars being reported in the numismatic press rou- 
tinely — and being more than most of us will ever spend for just 
about anything. Taking a few quick looks at the websites of the 
third party grading services will also give a person some pause, 
as all of them seem proud to advertise how many high-end mint 
state coins they have slabbed. It’s enough to make the collector 
of modest means — or those of us who proudly proclaim ourselves 
to be cheapskates, for that matter — think that silver dollars in 
general have gotten out of reach. To prove that’s not the case, 
let’s see if there are any inexpensive Peace dollars out there that 
we might still manage to assemble into some type of handsome- 
looking collection. 

Right off the bat, let’s take two of these big, silver disks 
off the table, or three, for the variety collectors in the crowd. The 
1921 is out. Even though it 1s not a particularly rare mintage, 
with over | million coined, collectors have swooned over this 
particular high relief piece for decades. We can debate whether 
the price is artificially high or not, but whatever the case, the price 
for mint state specimens is always high. 

Continued on next page 
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Inexpensive Peace Dollar Continued 


We'll also take the 1928 out of the lineup, since as the key 
date to the entire series, this coin will always be expensive. Once 
again, this is not some super rarity. But the number of survivors in 
mint state is not particularly high. 

For the variety collectors in our midst, let’s also not try for 
the 1922 high relief. It’s too costly, and even less common than the 
1928; and besides, we’re going to start with the incredibly common 
1922. This is the year the Peace dollar really got up and running. 
Actually, it remained the high point of United States silver dollar 
production for many years. And today, any collector who wants to 
can snag one for about $75 in a grade like MS-64. 

Before we go too much farther, let’s make a quick comment or two 
about mint state grades and prices. The mint state grades up to 
MS-64 usually go up only a few dollars at a time. But at the time 
of writing this, the jump from MS-64 to MS-65 goes hand in hand 
with a jump in price from $75 to $150. Anyone who has only been 
a casual observer of the Peace dollar series but who now wants to 
collect in earnest has to ask themselves if it is worth doubling the 
price for a one-point increase in grade. The answer is, perhaps 
obviously, as individual as the collector. 

Other dates within the Peace dollar series that are 1n the 
same price range as the 1922 are the 1923, the 1924, and the 1925. 
This quartet of issues from Philadelphia are undoubtedly the least 
expensive of the entire series. If we were to drop down in grade 
to the lowest mint state, MS-60, their price drops to about $40 per 
coin. 

Four Peace dollars are a good start, but hardly do they a 
collection maketh, as Shakespeare might have said (well, he might 
have!). We can add four more, stay in the mint state zone, and 
stay at or below $100 per coin, if we look at the 1926, the 1926-S, 
the 1927, and the 1935, and at the same time opt for MS-60 grade 
coins. These are admittedly rather common within the series, but 
are still reasonably priced. 

With eight dates or mint marks accounted for, and three off 
the list, and a total of 26 coins for the entire series, we still have a 
ways to go. But it’s possible to pretty much complete the set and 
stick to the same general price range 1f we are willing to slip under 


Continued on next page 
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the MS zone, down to something like AU-50. The two versions 
of the 1935-S might cost a bit more than the others, but not all that 
much. In all cases, these will not be ugly coins, but they have all 
seen enough action that they no longer get the MS designation we 
as a collecting community all seem to enjoy so much today. 

Okay, if this entire discussion thus far 1s still too deep for 
your pockets, well first, congratulations on really and truly being 
the frugal collector. But second, let’s check the metal market and 
do some math to see what the definition of “rock bottom” might be 
for Peace dollars. When silver metal trades at $15 per ounce on the 
world’s commodity markets, each Peace dollar is worth $11.02, as 
it has 0.77344 ounces of silver in it. So if you want it for less than 
that, you can’t really be considered frugal or even cheap, although 
one might say you could be considered delusional. According to 
some of the major price lists today, circulated Peace dollars run as 
low as $22 per coin in the mid-circulated grades. That then might 
be a baseline for which to aim if we want to build this collection 
for as little as possible. Besides, landing any classic United States 
silver dollar for $25 or less has got to be a winning buy. 

Overall then, it appears that inexpensive Peace dollars are 
not a contradiction in terms. This classic series does have a few 
serious rarities within it, and does seem to have a jumping off point 
at the MS-65 level (or perhaps we should say, a launch point). But 
assembling a set at or near the mint state level is not an impossibil- 
ity. Good luck to any of us who want to dive right in. 4 


Important message for authors: 

The ideal formats for Nena News to accept 
manuscripts are: “Word” document for text and 
“ipe” or “pdf” format for images. There are other 
formats we can often convert from but “pdf” 
format is not easily converted to something 
compatible for this publication. Manuscripts in 
PDF format should be sent only to show location 
where graphics are to be placed. 
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American Historic 
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* == Coins & Collectibles 


www.americanhistoriccoins.com 
15 N. Main Street, Bellingham, MA 02019 


(508) 657-0902 











We arent your average coin shop, we are 
New England’s 
Premiere Coin Shop. 


GARRETT 


METAL DETECTORS 


Metal Detectors 


FOR THE NOVICE TO THE VETERAN 





We’re WORTH the drive!! 


Only 2 miles f 2 miles from I-495 


ADNGC 


eee Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 
SOTiWS aad AUTHORIZED DEALER 


MEMBER 








44 NenaNews 


The Fabled Grasshopper 
of Faneuil Hall 


By: C. John Ferrer 
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T, he peveres structure, “Faneuil Hall” is we een Venere on ‘this 1 800: 5 bank 
note issued by a bank of the same name. Peter Faneuil, a Boston merchant, 

in 1742 built this building (in its more primitive form) as a gift to the town of 
Boston to be used as a meeting hall. It was remodeled under the guidance of 
the famous Boston architect, Charles Bulfinch in 1805 and today, appears pretty 
much the same as Bulfinch had envisioned. At the top of the cupola can barely 
be seen the weathervane of the famous 52 inch long / 38 pound gilded copper 
grasshopper that has stood sentry over Boston’s “Cradle of Liberty” since it 
first day on the job in 1742. 


Hidden away deep in various vignettes appearing on U.S. 
Obsolete Currency may be found the most curious of objects not 
intended to be the center of attention of the note itself. Shown 1s 
an attractive piece of paper money used mostly locally in the Bos- 
ton area during the mid 1800s and showing not only the iconic 1m- 
age of Faneuil Hall but also of its most famous resident, the gilded 
copper grasshopper that has been scanning the streets and water- 
front of old “Beantown” from atop the “Cradle of Liberty” since 
1742 . Currency like this, probably in excess of 20,000 different 
designs and denominations was in use throughout the country from 
about 1790 to 1865. You see, the U.S. Federal Government did not 
issue paper money until the issues of U.S. Demand Notes were in- 
troduced in 1861. Demand Notes were payable on demand as op- 


posed to promissory notes which were payable at some later date. 
Continued on next page 
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The Fabled Grasshopper Continued 

State chartered banks issued money of various designs limited only 
by the imagination of their board of directors. Studying obsolete 
paper money is like reading a history book. Many historical scenes 
or structures may be found within the vignettes that graced these 
notes. Scenes of battles or happenings are shown. Industry was 
often depicted. Nautical and pastoral scenes were popular also. 
Even locally famous residents were often pictured. Then, along 
came Shem.... 


A closer view of the 
weathervane shows 
how artistic Shem 
Drowne was when 
he created this 
sturdy work of art. 





Shem Drowne hailed from the York area of the State of 
Maine (then, still considered part of Massachusetts). He was 
a metalsmith or tinplate worker. And, he was the first recorded 
weathervane manufacturer in America. His most famous work was 
the gilded copper “grasshopper” weathervane with glass eyes that 
was first erected on the cupola of Faneuil Hall in 1742. Except for 
brief periods for minor repairs and for a short period when it went 
missing, it has remained there for nearly 300 years! Shem died in 
1774 and was buried at Copp’s Hill Burying Place in the north end 
of Boston, just two short years before the Battle of Bunker Hill and 
British cannon six feet above his remains shot balls across the bay 
and at the redoubt where the Patriots were trying to hold off the 
lines of Redcoats advancing and meeting their death on the grassy 
slopes of Bunker Hill in the city of Charlestown. 


Continued on next page 
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Faneuil Hall was the famous gathering place for orators 
preaching politics in Boston. Daniel Webster appeared here and 
Samuel Adams often spoke at some of this country’s first town hall 
meetings. Oliver Wendell Holmes, George Washington and Susan 
B Anthony spoke here. All the while, the timeless old grasshop- 
per high above, kept a keen eye out for approaching Redcoats or 
incoming ships as we would like to think! Today it can gape at the 
tourists visiting old Quincy Market (now identified as Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace) and can easily be seen from as far away as the Hay- 
market Square area, Boston’s North End section and various points 
along the waterfront and docks. 

This nameless copper grasshopper has been witness to centuries of 
Boston’s goings on and seems to be indestructible even with this 
century’s wicked New England weather with the new phenomenon 
of “Bomb Cyclones”. Let’s hope it can withstand nature’s angry 
episodes for centuries to come. If you visit Boston and have a 
chance to walk through the market area, look up above Faneuil 
Hall and you will see the grasshopper without complaint, still fac- 
ing the direction from which the wind is blowing. & 


Colony Coin Co. 


78 Bowers St. Newtonville, MA 02460 
617-244-1972 
Arthur Fitts Harvey Fenton 
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Make us your local coin shop. Serving collectors of all ages! Special 
attention paid to young numismatists. Start your collecting life here! 
Learn about and collect coins and paper money from the far reaches 
of the world. 
Looking for something special? Proof and mint sets make nice gifts! 
Always buying gold and silver coins and bullion. 
Please call ahead for store hours. 
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Buying and Selling 
US and World Coins and 


Currency 
See us monthly at Nashua, Devens, 
and other New England area shows! 
amt — ee 





<3 WO ONSDORT TALIS 





Looking for a — coin or aendened eas 
send an Email with your wants to treashnt@aol. 
com or text or call 401-295-3000 or write to...... 


WADE at: SCAC P.O. Box 214 
North Kingstown, R.I. 02852 
WANTED! 





Rhode Island Nationals for my 
personal collection! 
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Junk Box Reporter 


My junk box treasure has very little intrinsic value but it actu- 
ally led me on a 12 year journey that came to its 
culmination this year. It was the very first Con- 
necticut token I picked up and it was a maverick 
to boot. It now sits prominently displayed on the 
front cover of my new Connecticut Trade Tokens 
catalog. The token was a simple single-sided 
aluminum token with an incuse legend that stated: 
JOE BLAKE / CAFE / 5/123 UNION AVE. As 
I state in the catalog, Joseph Blake is listed in the 
1906-1908 Connecticut Business Directory and Gazetteer under Sa- 
loons at 123 Union Avenue, New Haven. According to other sources, he 
remained at this location until 1914. Over the years, I have sonae similar 
finds and I have heard many a story from dealers . 
once they had a sense of what I was searching for. 
Some of these stories, upon further research and 
validation were incorporated into the catalog. | f= 
remember quite vividly to this day going through &_ 
a huge restaurant size can of mixed foreign coins, % 
tokens and medals only to have the very last one I 
pulled out be a token from the Mystic Club, Inc., 
the only Connecticut token in the entire batch. I absolutely love search- 
ing through junk boxes because they frequently contain treasures that 
connect us to local history. 

Submitted by: Manuel A. Ayala, author of the new Connecticut Trade 








Colonial Coinage in Bargain Boxes 

It is common parlance to call loose coins, dumped in a box, a 
junk box but I always see them as bargain boxes. There is a dealer who 
appears with his mostly US coins and his bargain box, from roughly 
Nov.-Mar.,when the fair weather fair grounds he usually sells at have 
closed down. There always seem to be treasures in his box. For him US 
coins are his bread and butter. The odd foreign coins dumped in the box 
are an extra boost. He gives a good bulk price so it is hard to go wrong 
buying from him. 
November found me happily poking through a large box of coins and 
picking out interesting items. Portuguese Colonial coins from Angola 


and Mozambique turn up occasionally and I always buy them. I spotted 
ontinued on next page 
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Junk Box Reporter Continued 

a couple red AU of Portuguese Colonial coins, 10 centavos, 1961, and 
presumed they were the common African issues. It was a nice surprise to 
see Estado Da India which 1s a real rarity in a bargain box. These were 
the final issue for Portuguese India which was seized by the Indian Army 
in 1962 after roughly 5 centuries of Portuguese rule of Goa, Damoa, and 
Diu, the coastal cities of the enclaves. The coinage 1s totally obsolete and 
uncommon at best. 

December found me back in the same bargain box. Among the copper 
coins I spotted a small red AU 1/2 Heller piece which I presumed was 
Austrian with a date of 1905 and what looked like a crown. A coin that 
old in that condition 1s definitely a bargain for 10 cents. What I initially 
missed was Deutsch Ostafrica! This was a colonial coin of German East 
Africa, Tanganyika under the British as East Africa, and now merged 
with Zanzibar to form independent Tanzania. The denomination lasted 
only 3 years and is totally obsolete and very uncommon. 

Searching through bargain boxes sure does lead to Happy Collecting. 
FEA. Liberatore 





An interesting Find 
One day a fellow I work with asked me if I could stop by to give 
him a hand with something. It was his wus s Aunts HOUSE which they had 


been looking after whileymseengegqgey ==” TA ewan 
,KOR Hb, OT. 2H 3 Papal aT 


she was 1n a nursing a” 
home. Since it was right 
on the way home, of 
course I agreed to help. 
Something had made 
quite a mess in the 

attic, and they didnot | 
know what to do. Upon “eeyvewe 
climbing into the attic, I 
immediately suspected 
that racoons had found 
their way into the attic, 
and decided to call it 
their home. I located the 
opening, and instructed 
the couple to get some 
hardware cloth as a 
temporary fix to block the animals from coming back inside. Looking 
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Junk Box Reporter Continued 


around the attic, I saw many old shoes, clothes, and miscellaneous items, 
some of which had been ruined by the racoons. I asked them what they 
were going to do with this stuff, and they said it was all going straight 

in the garbage. Poking around in the boxes a little, I discovered a box of 
pencils, pens, paper clips, and such that you might find in a desk drawer. 
Upon closer inspection, I saw several aluminum coin type items. I 
showed the couple what I found, who informed me to keep them if I had 
any interest. I took the whole box home, and was pleasantly surprised 

to find 5 local “Good For” tokens, as well as several aluminum stamped 
carnival tokens. The “Good For” tokens included three different tokens, 
one of which had two duplicates. All were from towns right near me. Of 
course, I was thrilled to add these tokens to my collection, and have a 
few extras to trade. It turns out that they were not common tokens, and 
several are pictured in the new CT. Token Book by Manuel Ayala. The 
lesson of the day was that junk drawers/boxes can hold unexpected trea- 
sures. 

David Morrison 


Notice to Dues Delinquent Members 
For your convenience a dues return envelope was pro- 
vided in the last mailing of Nena News. Some members 
may have not noticed it or have forgotten about it. In or- 
der to be current please check to see if you are paid up to 
at least 12-31-20. If not, you are in arrears. This informa- 


tion will appear on the address label on the back of your 
“News” issue. If you are not in current status this may be 
the final issue we can provide. 

lf there is a question regarding your membership please 
contact the membership director, Mr. Robert Fritsch at: 
P.O. Box 3003 Nashua, NH 03061 or bobfritsch @ earth- 
link.net. 
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Clab Meetings 


Berkshire Coin Club, Meets at the Berkshire 
Museum, 39 South St., Pittsfield MA. on the fourth 
Sunday of the month at 2 PM. September-May. For 
information (413) 499-1400 


Blackstone Valley Coin & Collectibles Club, 
Uxbridge Progressive Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge, 
MA 01569, Every third Tuesday except July & 
August. Doors open 6:00PM, Meeting 7:00-9:00PM. 
Auction every month For info call Michael McDon- 
ald 774-280-4333 


Boston Numismatic Society, New Light Korean 
Church, 730 Main St., Waltham, MA. Meetings 
second Tuesday, Sept. - June, 7:30 P.M. For infor- 
mation call 617 244-1972 (Colony Coin) or e-mail to 
bosnumsoc @ yahoo.com 


Central Connecticut Coin Club, South Windsor 
Public Library, Sullivan Ave., South Windsor, CT. 
Meetings every month on the first Tuesday. For 
information: Gene Forte (860) 290-1522 


Collectors Club of Boston: Meetings fourth 
Tuesday, Sept.-June, 7:00 P.M. New Light Korean 
Church, 730 Main St., Waltham, MA. For informa- 
tion (781) 938-8167 or email williamharkins @ 
comcast.net . 


Currency Club of New England: New Light Ko- 
rean Church, 730 Main St., Waltham, MA; Meetings 
all at 7:30 P.M the first Monday, Oct.-June, except 
for September the second Monday of the month. For 
information Kevin Lafond, P.O. Box 4724, Ports- 
mouth, NH 03802-4724, email kglafond@comcast. 
net or phone (603) 498-2042 


Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community 
Center, Corner Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, 
ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 P.M. For information 
(207) 794-6833 


Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Scarborough 
Veterans Home, 290 U.S. Route 1 Scarborough, ME 
at 7:00 P.M. on the Ist & 3rd Wednesday of every 
month. For Information contact Alysia Williams 
phone (207) 408-1868 or email at blackbeltwizard@ 
yahoo.com 


Coin Club of Greater New Bedford: Meetings 
fourth Tuesday, 6 P.M. at the Acushnet Public 
Library, 232 Middle Rd., Acushnet, MA 02743 For 
information Patrick Curran, President, P.O. 

Box 2991, New Bedford, MA 02741. Shows on 5th 
Sundays at VFW Poirier Post 3260, 281 Appleton 
St., New Bedford, MA or visit us on the web at 
www.ccenb.com 
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Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center 
Library, (Route 89) 54 Warrenville Road, Mansfield 
Center, CT. Meeting fourth Monday Sept. through 
April (except Dec.) 7:30 P.M. For information www. 
MansfieldNumismaticSociety.org or call John (860) 
429-6970 (6-9 P.M.). 


Nashua Coin Club, Nashua Public Library, 2 Court 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Wednesday 7 
P.M., except October. www.nashuacoinclub.org 


Newport County Coin Club, Meetings the 

second Tuesday of the month, 6:30 P.M. at the 2nd 
floor conference room, Stop & Shop, 199 Connell 
Highway, 401-845-2220, (Near Wal-Mart), Newport 
RI. For information contact Carlton Johnson email: 
Carltonrj @aol.com 


Sterling Coin Club. Meetings the Ist Friday of 
every month at 6:30PM. Sterling Town Hall, Main 
St. (Rte 62) Sterling, MA. For info contact tbavosi@HrsRev- 
Cycle.com 


Oxford Nipmuc Coin Club, Meetings the 4th 
Wednesday of each month at the Oxford senior 
Center, 323 Main St., Oxford, MA. For info lisirich- 
ard15@ Yahoo.com 


Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Pawcatuck Valley 
Coin Club; Meeting on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 P.M, Westerly Senior Center, 39 
State St., Westerly, RI 02891- Information at www. 
pawcatuckvalleycoinclub.com/ 


Southbridge Coin & Stamp Club, Sturbridge Cof- 
fee House, 407B Main St., Sturbridge, MA. Meet- 
ings at 7:30PM on the third Fridayof each month, 
For info contact Mark gluemark @ gmail.com 


Stoneham Coin Club, Bearhill Nursing Center, 11 
North St., Stoneham, MA 02180. Meetings the Ist & 
3rd Wednesday of each month at 7P.M. 


West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good 
Sheperd, Elm Street, West Springfield, MA. Meet- 
ings second Sunday, September - June, 7 P.M. 


Worcester County Numismatic Society, St 
Joseph’s Hall, 8 Central St., Auburn, MA. Meetings 
second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M. Doors 
open 6 pm. YN meeting @ 6:15. For information: 
Mike Simpson at 508-667-9968 or WCNS, 

PO Box 1079, Douglas, MA 01516 or www. 
worcestercoinclub.org 


To list club meetings and activities in upcoming 
issues of NENA NEWS, send information along 
with your name, title and telephone number to: 


NenaNews @ NenaCoin.org 


COIN SHOW NEWS 


March Z9, Z0Z0, Willimantic, CT - Mansfield Numismatic 
Society 47th Gnnaal Coin and Paper Money Show 


The “Biggest” Little coin and paper money show in New England. Prospect 
Street School Gymnasium, 233 Prospect Street at the corner of High Street, 
Willimantic, CT - 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For more information contact C. John 
Ferreri, PO Box 33 Storrs, CT 06268 or call (860) 429-6970 or email; 
oldmoneyinfo @ yahoo.com 


4Gipril 10 & 11 - Manchester NH, New Hampshire Coin and 


Carrency Expo 

Radisson Hotel. Center of New Hampshire,Manchester, NH, 200+ tables - Coins, 
Currency, Gold, Silver, Tokens, Stamps, Medals, Supplies, Exhibits, Education 
Seminars, Club Meetings. Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 
3, Wilmington, MA 01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 
www.ebwpromotions.com 


Every Month - Cxbridge, M@ - Every 3rd Wednesday 


evening 3PM to 8PM located at the VFW #1385, 16 Cross Road, 15 tables, 
Contact: Michael McDonald 774-280-4333 


Every Month - Nashua, NH - 3rd Sunday of every month 
One of the oldest shows in New England 9AM to 2PM at the Holiday Inn, 9 
Northestern Blvd, Nashua, NH, (Exit 4, Route 3) 40 dealers from all over New 
England, Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, 
MA 01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at www.ebwpromo- 
tions.com 


Every Month - Devens, M@ - (Glways the 4th Sunday of the 


month) Devens Monthly Coin Show, 9AM to 3PM at Devens Common 
Center, 31 Andrews Parkway, Devens, MA 01434 - 75 Tables, 50+ Deal- 
ers, Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilming- 
ton, MA 01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at www. 


ebwpromotions.com 


Every Month, Guburn, MG - (Glways the Znd Sunday of the 


month) March 8, April NO SHOW (Easter), May NO SHOW (Mother’s 
Day), June 14 Greater Worcester Monthly Coin Show, 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM 
at the Auburn Elks Lodge, 754 Southbridge St (Route 12), Auburn, MA - Mass 
Pike to Exit 10 to Route 12 South (1/2 mile) Elks is on right between Hampton 
Inn and Jiffy Lube - 46 Tables, 40+ Dealers Contact: Ernie at EBW Promo- 
tions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax 
(978) 657-7717 or at www.ebwpromotions.com 

To list NENA member club coin shows in upcoming issues of NENA NEWS, send 


information along with a telephone number to: Joe Duval, P. O. Box 41, 
Willimantic, CT 06226-0041 or email: NenaNews @ Nenacoin.org, 
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NENA NEWS 
PUBLICATION INFORMATION 
The NEWS '5 published four times a yea! (about 
every three mormtns and dates yary 10 coincide 
Kons, holidays. atc. Tha 


with Times af GOTWweTT 


NENA meetings are in conjunction with ' 
BW Promotions in the 


Manchest@r NH shows by E 
spring and tall each year 
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Hall Pag@-s--r venepeeeeree ! 
$30 per issue 


Ba censenenneneeneren 
ont or 5. Back Cover..- $65 per lisse 


(Pr nted four times 4 year) 


multiple ingertions 5) 


(10% discount on 
order to quality 


(Please include check with o 
for 10%. discount) 


Ad Representative 
Cc. John Ferrer! 


P.O. Box 43 Storrs, CT 
960-429- -6970 


johnnybanknote 


06268 


@yahoo.com 
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